
				
	
	
	
Kings Heath Railway Station 
is re-opening 
You are probably aware of the plans 
to re-open the railway line between 
Hazelwell, Kings Heath and Moseley 
and New Street Station and we hope 
you managed to see the plans when 
they were available to view locally.  
 
The station itself will be situated on 
the triangle of land between 
Easygym and the Railway bridge 
and will be unstaffed. Trains will run 
twice per hour and it will take 15 
minutes from Kings Heath into 
town. There will be no parking at the 
station other than for cyclists.  
 
The re-opening is really good news 
for Highbury. Visitors will be able to 
come from town and alight at the 
station, walking straight into the park 
through a new path that will be 
created near the High Street 
entrance.  
 
There is currently some more 
detailed discussion about 
development of the site that we hope 
will reflect our local heritage and the 
contribution of the Chamberlains to 
local history. We also hope the 
plantings around the station will be 
sympathetic to the parkland. We will 
keep you posted on developments 
over the coming months.  
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New Year's Greetings 
Happy New Year everybody.  
Welcome to our Winter bulletin. The 
weather is very changeable at this 
time and the days are getting longer. 
We have a new programme of 
events starting for 2019 that we 
hope you will enjoy. 
 
Chamberlain Highbury Trust 
Update 
We are sad to report that the CHT's 
bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund 
failed again in December. Only 7 out 
of 47 bids were approved at HLF's 
December Board meeting.  The 
budget available was only £16m and 
the combined total of the 47 bids 
was £123m. CHT trustees will be 
meeting in late January to review the 
restoration proposals and determine 
an alternative fund raising strategy. 
 
	



Rhododendrons 
The Chamberlain Highbury Trust 
writes:-  
Rhododendron Survey at 
Highbury 
Joseph Chamberlain’s hobby of 
collecting exotic orchids is well 
known but he was also keenly 
interested in another genus with 
striking brightly coloured flowers. 
Rhododendrons were planted 
extensively at Highbury from 1879 
to 1904 and many specimens still 
delight visitors in May and June. 
However, there are no lists of 
what was planted or planting 
plans for specific areas and none 
are labelled.    
We commissioned a report (from 
Lear Associates) on the Highbury 
Rhododendron collection, which 
has now been completed. Over 
one hundred specimens have 
been identified and mapped in six 
areas of the grounds and some 
interesting discoveries have been 
made. The collection includes 
several cultivars that are no 
longer commercially available, 
and these could be propagated 
for planting in new beds at 
Highbury where rhododendrons 
were originally planted, and for 
distribution to other gardens with 
historic collections.  
In the rhododendron garden 
around the lookout there are three 
specimens of a cultivar that may 
be unique to Highbury and which 
Lear Associates had not seen 
before and which does not feature 
in any records or 
descriptions.   When Joseph 	

Chamberlain was Colonial 
Secretary, he received two 
consignments of rhododendrons 
from Kew, those sent in 1899 have 
survived but the eleven cultivars 
sent in 1904 are not evident. 
However plants of R. ponticum in 
certain areas could be the 
reverted rootstock of these 
cultivars and could provide a 
guide for replanting.   A study day 
on the Highbury Rhododendrons 
will be held at Highbury on May 17 
2019 – further details will follow!	
 
Nature Notes 
As the days lengthen so do the 
Hazel Catkins (lambs-tails).  These 
are the male flowers and they 
release clouds of pollen in the 
breeze.  A careful search on the 
twigs will reveal the tiny red female 
flowers.  After pollination, they will 
eventually develop into hazelnuts – 
tasty morsels but the squirrels 
always get there first! 
In the grass you may see some 
leaves half stuck into the soil.  These 
have been pulled by one of the 13 
species of Worms to line their 
burrows and to feed on.  In doing so 
they improve the structure and 
fertility of the soil. EMP 

 
	



	

 
 
How many parakeets have 
you spotted? 
Ten years ago we were charmed 
when two ring-necked parakeets 
arrived at Highbury. Then for a long 
time there were six or seven. These 
days, if you visit Highbury at dusk, 
you can hear them calling to each 
other from all over the park. 
Sometimes at the end of the day you 
can see a group of 18 or 20 flying 
over to Holders Lane woods to roost. 
What's the biggest number you've 
spotted together? 
	
	

	
	
	

 

 
 
Graffiti 
Regular park users will have noticed 
the build up of graffiti on the 
Henburys Wall again. Let's face it, 
it's been hard not to notice. By the 
time you read this we hope it will 
have been removed - this has been 
promised by the Council. Longer 
term we are looking into the 
possibility of treating the wall with 
anti-graffiti paint that is sympathetic 
to its heritage status. In the 
meantime please check with any 
younger people you know if 
they recognize any of these graffiti 
tags that would help us identify the 
culprits. 
 
 
 

	



	
Our Website 
Don't forget that there is a lot of 
information about Highbury on our 
website, thanks to 
Charles Barnwell who looks after it. 
All our leaflets about the estate 
(Discover Highbury Park, Water in 
Highbury Park, Highbury Trees and 
Birds of Highbury Park) are available 
to download if you need an extra 
copy. 
www.highburyparkfriends.org.uk	
	

	
	
 
Getting in touch 
We are always pleased to hear from 
you if you would like to become 
more involved with Highbury Park 
Friends. Our contact details are on 
this page 
	
	
	

	
Events 
 
RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch 
Saturday 26th January.  
Meet in the car park at 10.30am. 
 
Come along and help us count how 
many birds we can spot at Highbury, 
as we take part in this national 
initiative. The results will be sent to 
the RSPB and Ecorecord 
 
New for 2019: Seasonal 
Wildlife Walks with Jake 
Williams of Birmingham and 
Black Country Wildlife Trust. 
  
Winter walk; February 10th 
Spring walk; April 28th 
Summer walk; July 7th 
Autumn walk; October 20th 
 
All events from 10.30am - 12.00pm. 
Meet in the car park. Free of charge. 
Everyone welcome. Please wear 
suitable footwear for walking over 
uneven ground. These walks will 
provide a great opportunity to 
observe how the differing seasons 
affect our wildlife and habitat.	
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